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UNEMPLOYMENT AND SICKNESS BENEFITS, 1949-50. 


L. GENERAL 


This bulletin issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) 
covers the fifth year's operations of Fart VII of the Social Services Consolidation 
Act 1947-1950 for the year ended June, 1950. This information has been compiled 
from data made available by the Department of Social Services. 


In addition to the information contained herein, further tables for the 
year have been included in the June, 1950 Bulletin issued on 6th November, 1950. 


The number of recipients of benefit does not embrace the total unemploy- 
ment and sickness in the community. Unemployment or sickness of less than seven 
days'’ duration is not covered, owing to the provision in the Act of a "waiting 
period" of this length of time during which no benefit is payable. The application 
of a "means test" excludes another group from benefit. 


Special Benefit is paid in cases of hardship where the claimant is not 
qualified for either of the other benefits. The number of new Australians receiving 


special benefits has now been excluded from oe tables in this “bulletin; the amount 
of such benefits paid, however, is included in Section 3. 


The number of "persons on benefit" relates to principal beneficiaries 
who would normally be. breadwinners. Dependants of such beneficiaries are excluded. 


2. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFITS, AND CLAIMS REJECTED 


The total number of applicants for each class of benefit whose claims 
were notified during the year ended June, 1950 and of those whose claims were 
notified as rejected during the same period are shown in the table below. 


TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED, 1949--50_ _ STATES 


‘Unemployment Sickness 


M4987 


| ae "480 13.3 
74,153| 10,311] 5,892] 1.2321266,2 5 36,639 13.76 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. fory. (b) “Tneludes Tee Territory. 
Rejected applications for unemployment benefit represented over 13 per — 
cent of total claims for unemployment benefit. Of the total claims for sickness 
benefit approximately 14 per cent were rejected. 


3. BENEFIT PAYMENTS. 


(i) All Benefits - Totals, Statess The following table shows the benefits 
paid in respect of each class of benefit in each State during cach of the years 
ended June, 1949 and 1950:- 


BENEFIT PAYMENTS : STATES. 


Unemployment Sickness Special (a) | Total 
194€- 1949- 
4 v1 
379,502| 1,548,711 


76,402 
4249 


; 8 
424 338 [1,070,426 2,506,424 


(a) Includes payments to New Australians. (b) Includes Australian Capital 
Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 
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Gee Unemployment and Sickness Benefits - Average Payments, States: Average 
weekly payments per beneficiary and the average amount of benefit paid per benefit 
discontinued are shown for each of the years 1946-47 to 1949-50 in the following 




















tables:- 
AVERAGE WEEKLY PAYMENT PER BENEFICIARY (a) s STATES x 
507) ee (&) 
Unemployment Sickness 
State 1947- | 1948- | 1949- | 1946- ee 1918- 
AT 48 49 50 47 48 49 








New South Wales (b)} 1.89 1.30 
Victoria EEO 
Queensland ieee 
South Australia (c) SAK 
Western Australia 1.29 
Tasmania 1.44 






TOTAL sys es ee NS) E45) 


(a) Average weekly payments divided by average number on benefit at end of each 
week. (b) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 



















AVERAGE PAYMENT PER BENEFIT DISCONTINUED (a) 3: STATES 
(&) 
Unemployment Sickness 

State 1947- | 1948- 1947= 1949- 

48 AS 48 49 50 
New South Wales (b) |13.00 10.33 
Victoria 10.03 oes) 
Queensland 11.92 8.75 
South Australia (c) [14.36 Te 
Western Australia 8.94 8.93 
Tasmania Lis Sey 11.63 
TOTAL 133 114.85 11.79 8.30 12.70 OS, NOS eee 


(a) Average weekly payment per beneficiary multiplied by average duration of 
benefits discontinued see table 6 (ii). (b) Includes A.C.T. (c) Includes 


Northern Territory. 


The amounts paid in 


(iii) Unemployment Benefit - Monthly Tota States: 
year ended June, 1950 


ls 
tt ERE ESS 
unemployment benefit in each State during each month of the 


were as follows:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT PAYMENTS DURING EACH MONTH OF 1949-50 2 STATES. 


Western 

















Month a eeeee Tasmania |Australia | 
July 583,025 
August 603,293 
September 99,907 
October Cr. “57 012 
November Cr. 24,269 
December 3,608 . 
January 13,398 
February 8,168 
March 7,289 
April 12.5977 
May 8,607 
June ; 7,461 

Total 1949-54, 1,064, 698 141,446 18,163 1,266,072 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 


(b) Includes Northern Territory. 
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4. SUMMARY ALL BENEFITS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES, PERSONS ON BENEFIT 


(i) Summary - Admissions, Discontinuances, Persons on Benefit: At 25th June, 
1949, 14,055 persons were in receipt of benefit comprising 1,15i unemployment, 
12,000 sickness and 904 special benefits. During the year ended June, 1950, 229,603 
claims were admitted (161,101 unemployment, 63,842 sickness and 4,660 special) 
while 228,362 benefits were discontinued (101,026 unemployment, 62,901 sickness and 
4,435 special) leaving 15,296 benefits in force at 24th June, 1950 (1,226 unemploy- 
ment, 12,941 sickness and 1,129 special). 


The total number of benefits granted and discontinued during the year 
ended June, 1950, and persons on benefit at the beginning and end of that year, in 
each class of benefit, is shown in the following table:- 

CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT, 1949-50 : AUSTRALIA. 


a ae nr 


Clase of On benefit at Claims admitted Discontinuances On benefit at 
Benefit 25th June, 1949 | Yuring 1949-50 During 1949-50 24th June 
; OCU Geta Stes ante soar (tpt Nps Arter oSe 


Males | Females | Females |Males Females 
Unemployment 1,034 VA LeO S26 iO. 055 | 130,264). 30,742 
Sickness 9,155} 2,845 14,836 | 48,419! 14,482 
Special a) 315.) (a) 580) Sead oe ae 
TOTAL: 10, 504 3,551 | 182,783 | 46,820 182,125. 46,237 
(a) Revised to exclude Yew Australians. 
NOTE: For monthly figures of claims admitted and discontinuances and number on 
benefit from July, 1949 to June, 1950 see June, 1950 Bulletin. 


(ii) Persons on Benefit : States: The following table shows the number of persons 


in each State in receipt o: benefit at 24th June, 1950. 
NUMBER OF PF2SCNS ON BENEFIT AT 24TH JUNE, 1950 : STATES. 
ES ee 


emoal 
State _Unemoloy 


N.S. (a) 

Victoria : 
Queensland ci 5 Deore 
S.Aust.(b) 3 900 
W.Australia 

Tasmania 


Total | 998] UA 422|yorli1,162] 4,134 


4. CLAIMS ADMITTED TO BENEFIT 


(i) All Benefits - Totvels States: The following table shows the number of 
persons in each State admitted to benefit during the year ended June, 1950:- 


GIAINS ADMITTED, 1949-50 + STATHS. 


oyment | _Sickness _ Special | Total 
Femaics|Males | Females [Males | Females Males {Females | Persons 
N.S.%. (a) 23,901 18,/263 6,030| i 4351123,878 
Victoria POS Lit Ae Beep NG r0, 
Queensland 1 De Vesnl Viger ‘ LOM 23% Ue 
S.Aust.(b) 55 532 9781 5,030 
v.Australia 7152) 4,328 
Tasmania re) aa 


309653149006 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) includes Northern Territory. 


(ii) All Benefits - Classification of Beneficiaries by Age, Conjugal Condition 
and Dependantss: In the following table claimants admitted to benefit during the 
year ended June, 1950, have been classified according to type of claimant, as 
determined by the maximum benefit appropriate to the age and conjugal condition of 
the beneficiary and the number of dependants entitling the beneficiary to benefit:- 








+e 


CLAIMS ADMITTED, 1949-50 - CLASSIFICATION OF BENEFICIARIES : AUSTRALIA if 





Type of Claimant Maximum Unemployment Sickness Special Total 


t dat ba 3 - = : | mee 
Ce ce nce ey Males Fonales| Males |Females Males|Females| Persons 
Tlling 





















Unmarried - 
Under 18 years - 









Vith no dependants U5 5, 263) 1,609 519 157 211 12,696 
With dependent child 20 lah 3 10 - al 36 
18-21 years ~ ‘ 
With no dependants 20 TOS 2 See iNe Bil 53 ik 351 22,598 
With dependent child 25 23 ~ Sue - af 65 

Over 21 years - 
With no dependants 25 14,328}13,089 | 7,886, 839 695| 75,259 
Vith dependent child 30 1S 304 | . AXO 11 32 2135 
With dependent house 

keeper and child 50 - 253 £13 

Married, any age - 

With no dependants 25 OOO Cea e ap el 9 1,952 ° 
With. dependent spouse A5 B51 OSS £0,055 
ith dependent spouse 

and child 50 19}16,309 65,422 
With dependent child 

(no dependent spouse 30 894 688 524 2,878 
Yith dependent house- 

keeper and child )no 

dependent spouse) 50 - 48 











130,248 | 30,853149,006 112,836 [3 


TOTAL : 2 iy es, Arges Lee} 229,603 
NOTE: Unmarried includes widowed and divorced. 


51.61 per cent of the beneficiaries (40.83 per cent. of males, 93.70 per 
cent. of females) did not receive any additional benefit in respect of dependants 
while 28.49 per cent. (26.70 per cent. of males, 0.05 per cent. of females) 
received additional benefits in respect of dependent spouse and child, 17.45 per 
cent. (21.89 per cent. of males, 0.10 per cent. of females) in respect of dependent 
spouse only, 2.23 per cent (1.22 per cent of males, 6.15 per cent. of females) in 
respect of dependent child only, and 0.22 per cent (all males) in respect of 
dependent housekeeper and child. 


50.70 per cent. of the bencficiarics were married - 61.17 per cent. of 
males and 9.82 per cent. of females. 


(iii) Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Classification by Maximum. 
Rates of, Benefit : States. In the following table admission to unemployment and 
sickness benefits notified in each State during the year ended June, 1950, have 
been classified according to the maximum rates of benefit applicable to each class 
of beneficiary and expressed as percentages to total admissions. The average 
maximum rate is also shown for cach State. 





CLAIMS ADMITTED, 1949-50 —- MAXIMUM RATES OF BENEFIT STATES. 








i 




















Vaximum UNEMPLOYMENT 
rate Sth. Aust-| Western eas 
per week ralia (b Australia 








shillings 












15 Sara ‘ 
20 10.08 
25 35.24 
30 Lye 
45 
50 : 
TOTAL 100.00 4100.00 | 100.00 __ 100.00 100.00 
AVERAGE MAXIM™TM RATE 
Shillings 
35.66 | 36.03 | 35-43 34.98 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 
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CLAIMS ADMITTED 1949-50 _ — MAXIMIN R 


eA Ne em tee 









ATES OF 


° 


BENEFIT 


° 
3 


STATES 














- Continued 


Maximum |__ - SICKNESS 
Rate New rare (Sth. Aust- | Western ; ; 
ictoria ensland Tasme Austral 
__Per_week eles (ay) otra] acess Neer co le ae ae 
shillings L | 6 | % g 1 | % 
15 ra ca a seas 1.92 5.49 | 4.90 
20 TOSS5 all ORO | 9.70 : Onoon| 89.96 
25 38.51 | 39.76 39.76 Boies 38.76 
30 3-20 | 3.60 | 2.65 | 3006.) 3.04 
45 PE Ekg meet te Mecisn ech ae | 17.38 
50 [25 14__{ 23.90 | 26.61 | 28.09 iene oalueehe8 oes 
TOTAL | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 _! 100 1100200. 7 cae ; 100.00 


VER AG? 





i MAXIMUM RATE 


a aa 


(a) Includes aeeraiien emcee ees 


” 


NOTE: The actual rate pe 


application of a "means test" for income. 
be es DISCONTINUED 
(i) All Benefits Si Totals, States 3! The following table shows the number of 
benefits discontinued in each State during the year ended June, 1950. 


BENEFITS DIS 



















State |__Unem ont ae: Sickness Special 
{ ae meles| iiales Temales| Males Females} } 

New South Wales(a)/103,593! 23,855|17 7, 948 5,847} 1, 982 

Victoria 775 LG, O15 

Queensland 14,921) 5,000 7,842 

‘Sth. Australia(b) 555341 976: 4,979 

Western Australia yee TECHIE barter ouetels 

Tasmania 139 12 2, ps0 de 

Total 1949-50 {130,204 30,742 148,419, 14,482]3,422) 1,013]102,1'5 

_Total 1948-49 {12,143 e051, 1933 | SFU SUACITEEOC TY URAL EST 16, 34155 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Merritory. 


Cid) ALLE Benefits oes rerag ge Duration, 
average duration of 
and 1950 is shown fioz 


+5 on 


m0 1 € 


each class of benefi 








CONTINUED, 1949-50 3 STATES. 





eee 


__| 35.04 


358 le | 
(>) Includes Northern Territory. 
















(b) Includes Northern Territory. 


tates: In the following table the 
benef Tts casconvinued “during each of the years ended June, 1949 


t and States~ 


ATERAGE DUG OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED : STATES. 
State ~- a 
tone a ae 
New South Wales i | 4 g a 
Victoria 5 | Sysco me ta 
Queensland vhereeh cecegues» | wire 
South Australia (c) See oa ec unt aa 
Western Australia 1-90)" 593 | 6 
Tasmania MOS wate oo cl eLacr 
Seaalicinanel ieeemacaianeemee 
Total Mos Oan CA aint thee 





a) Revised to exclude New Australians. 
co) Includes Northern Territory. 


s| Persons 


35.45 oma a ooed ds 


weck was less than the maximum in many cases due to the 






153,624 
6,443 
BOSS 9 
135235 
Dee 
eee] 


2 


228, 362 
231] 228, 362 


| 81,762 





(b) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 





6. 
7+ UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT 





(i) Cause of Unemployment - Claims Admitted, States: The following table 
analyses the reasons for termination of employment in each State as stated by 
persons admitted to benefit during the year ended June, 1950. 





Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the 
employers, quits on that of the employee. 


CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT ~ CLAIMS AD'ITTED, 1949-50 : STATES. 





Pier sO2nUs 







Cause of Unemployment New Western Tas Aust= 
South Aust= ; ; 
a 5 mania | ralia 
Vales(a ralia 











Discharged or laid-off - 
















Disciplinary reasons 46 168 
Retrenchment, reorganisation 368 i225 
Inefficiency, including 

medical unfitness 187 504 
Replaced whilst sick etc. 139 522 
Power rationing (c) 123,944 147,972 
Shortage of materials 1,885 
Strikes and lock-outs 54 
Weather conditions, floods 514 
Seasonal work 2,063 
Casual work 1,951 
Other, including inadequatel 

defined 527 

Quitted - 

Medical unfitness, work too 

heavy aio )) 
Other, including inadequatel 

defined 631 1,326 

Not previously employed - 

Employers, workers on own 

account 91 Al16 
Ex-service personnel not yet 

returned to work PS Al 
Other 6 4 - 174 


TOTAL 127,500: 1: 1,037 1 19,842. 16.52 6,060 151}161,101 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 
(c) Mainly result of Coal dispute. 


Ninety two per cent. of total admissions during the year ended June, 1950 
were due to power rationing, 3-per cent by casual and seasonal work, 1 per cent. 
to medical unfitness (including inefficiency), and 1 per cent. to shortage of 
materials. 


In New South Wales 97 per cent. were due to power rationing as a result of 
the coal dispute. 


Twenty per cent of admissions in Victoria were due to power rationing, 20 per 
cent to casual work, and 15 per cent to medical unfitness (including inefficiency), 


Power restrictions caused 66 per cent of admissionsin Queensland, the 
completion of seasonal and casual work accounted for 15 per cent., 4 per cent to 
medical unfitness (including inefficiency) and 4 per cent to shortage of materials. 


Ninety per cent. of the admissions in South Australia were due to power 
rationing, 4 per cent to shortage of materials and 2 per cent to medical unfitness 
(including inefficiency). 


In Western Australia 80 per cent. of admissions were due to power rationing, 
6 per cent to medical unfitness (including inefficiency) 3 per cent to casual and 
seasonal work, and 3 per cent to shortage of materials. 


Over 38 per cent of admissions in Tasmania were due to medical unfitness 
(including inefficiency) and 19 per cent to casual and sersonel work. 








tes 


(ii) Ages of Beneficiaries - Claims Admitted and Persons on Benefit, 
Australia: The distribution of unemployment beneficiaries by age groups is shown 
in the following table for claims admitted during the year and for persons on 
benefit at the end of the year. 


*~ 


GROUPED AGES ~ UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS ADMITTED AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT : AUSTRALIA 
EEA LN DENG TE 3 AUCLRALLA 


‘ Grouped Age (as at Claims admitted during 1949-50] On benefit at 24th June 1950. 

31st December, 1949 
16-19 years 

20—24 " 

25~29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

35-59 

60-64 


TOTAL _ 998 aeo6 


(iii) Industrial Groups - Claims Admitted, States: The following statement 


shows the distribution, according to main industrial groups in each State, of 
persons admitted to benefit during the year ended June, 1950:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT - INDUSTRIAL GROUPS ~ CLAIMS ADMITTED, 1945-50 ;: STATES 


Peer suO.n 8 
Industry in which New Sth.|West. 
last engaged South ; Aust. |Aust= 
Wales(a ralia 


Tas- 
mania 


Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 
Other Primary Production 
Coal Mining ote 
Other Mining and Quarrying 
Factories and Industria” - 
Founding, engineering, metal - 
‘working inclucing shipbuilding 
Vehicles, including aircraft 
Textiles and articles of dress 
Food, drink and tobacco ee 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. oe 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power : 20,464 
Building and Construction 5 7,980 
Transport and Commurication Sores) 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade 35478 
Finance and property 120 
Public Administration and 
Professional A 603 
Personal and Domestic Service .. 4,768 
Other as on 362 


TOTAL 127, 500 {1,037 119,841 {6,512 6 060 PSL ls Lg 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 








8. 


The foregoing admissions to benefit according to industrial groups are 
expressed as percentages to total admissions in the following table:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT ~ INDUSTRIAL G GROUPS: - - CLAIMS ADMITTED 1949--50 : STATES. 
Per Tr cent. 








ne ea rere ee nee 








Industry in which 
last engaged 








Primary Production(incl. lf ing) Paarl 

Factories and Indust eal ~ 
Engineering etc. Vehicles etc. 2 cS 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 9 5.9 
Textiles and Articles of Dress 14.9 15.0, 
Other Factories wa 2Oes : 20.0 
Building and Construction 6283 . Gail 
Transport and Communication 2.8 320 
Commerce and Finance | 2.9 < ;: 8.6 350 
Other - cr es cid ie 4 5.9 
TOTAL: 10050 00. 0 | 100.0 1100.0! 100.0 1100.0 100.0 


ae 


(a) Includes Australian Capital hopecrcen (b) Includes Northern Territory. 


(iv) Claims Admitted - Monthly Totals, States: The number of admissions to 
unemployment benefit in “Sich Ssete during each month of the year ended June, 1950, 
is shown in the following table:- 


UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS ADMITTED ~ MONTHLY (a 
1949-50 : STATES 









| Sth. Aus 
ralia(c 











a ere tS 





Western 
Australia 


New aa 
Wales 







aes Queensland fasmenial Australia 















1949-50 - | 

July 94,032|22,31111 91 ? 

August 8. 256 1,309! 160! vie 

September 37| 65| S 

October 26 | Wey 13 a 
November 26| 251 6 i 
December 261 23) 13 al 
January 201413) “2 D) 
February 20 15| 8 a 
March aa 18) 5 1| 
April 32 66) EA = 
May Ey es) i 2 
Tune 95, 35203] io | 242 | 

YEAR 103, 599 123,902 1854 11193 14,8: 7521 135} 161130, 248 130,853 


b) Includes Australien Capital Territory. 


"i Four or five-weekly period ending last Saturday of month. 
oc) Includes Northern Territory. 








(v) Average Number on Benefit at end of each week 
table shows the average number of persons on unemployment benefit at the end of 
each week in each Save Surene each month of the year ended June, 1990 and during 


each of the years 1945-46 to 1949-50:- 


AVERAGE 





N w South th See) Sere as ae nee 
Period | Tales (a [raat Queensland eae 


a nn ne ee 


NUMBER ON UNEMPLOYMENT BIrNJEFIT. AT END OF EACH WEEK ¢ 





YAR | 
1945-46 2,147 | Phieta| 
1946-47 1,680 (44 

‘1947-28 é17 | AT | 
1948-49 25 os 
1949-50 8, 815 1,853 | 
Month | 

July 64,805 14,632 | 
August 30,330 | #3279 | 
September 1,049 | 201 
October 409 | LO5 | 
November 32° | B6 
December 332 20 
January 366 | 14 
February 319 | 63 
268) 62 
hs as 65 
| 226 | 56 
| 240 Eee 








9. 


Sth. Aust— 








MPO MWWWWwony wu 


Statess 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 


(6) Includes Northern 


Territory. 


The following 


STATES. 
























4,891} 533 
9,041] 330 
S105 sl 4 
1,473| 100 
0,767| 2,290 


72 579)17,578 
339497] 55499 


347 
229 
204 
200 
180 
172 
194 
209 
201 
209 


10. 


(vi) Males on Benefit at eth June, 1950 - Districts and Industries, States: 
The following table shows the distribution of males in receipt of unemployment 
benefit at 24th June, 1950, according to the main industrial groups in each of the 
principal districts (those with 40 males and over on benefit) of each States- , 
UNEMPLOYMENT : MALES ON BENEFIT AT 24TH JUNE, 1950 : 
DISTRICTS AND INDUSTRIES. 


MORE in which last engaged 


| 
| 


etc. 


State and 


District 


Tobacco 
and Professicnal 


Food, Drink, and 


Other Primary 
(including Mining) 


and Dairying 
Engineering, 
ncluding Vehicles) 
Other Factories 
Building and 
Construction 
Communication 
Commerce and 
Personal and 


al 
Domestic Service 
Other Industries 


‘Transport and 


( 


H 


Agricultural, Pastoral 
Public Administration 


New South Wales - 
Metropolitan 
Newcastle 
All Other 


Total N.S.W. (a) 


Victoria - 
Metropolitan 
Bonegilla 
All Other 


Total Victoria 


Queensland - 
Metropolitan 
Bundaberg 
Mackay 
Townsville 
All Other 


os fp 
Peo! of 
NO 


Total Queensland 


South Australia - 


Metropolitan 
All Other 


Total S. Aust. (b) 


Western Australia - 


fo 
NO 


Metropolitan 
All Other 


Total W. Australia 
Tasmania - 


Metropolitan 
All Other 


Total Tasmania 


Oo be ms 
rm JR Bll Ww ]iw 


WT oe 

ea Ww Ir nM Oo {™m © NOPE 
ht 
OV 


, 
6 


TOTAL AUSTRALIA BEM i 351 96. [2200 


i 
(a) Includes Au&trelian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 








ihe 
8. SICKNESS BENEFIT 
(i) Nature of Sickness - Claims Admitted, States: The number of admissions 


to Sickness benefit notified in each State under the main natures of sickness 
during the year ended June, 1950, is shown in the following table:- 





NATURE OF SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, 1949-50 s STATES 


New SthiVict- | Queens-|S. Aust- 
Wales(a)foria land ralia(b 























Nature of Sickness 








MALES 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases B 488 429 
“Cancer ae OO 95 31 
Other Tumours .. as 162 Ba 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition 
and Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases 418 315 
Diseases of — 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs 46 23 
Nervous System and Sense Organs ; eo 504 
Circulatory System ats ; 671 398 
Respiratory System A : 804 5e7 
Digestive System ats ; 1,606 | 1,097 
Genito-Urinary System AN 372 188 
Skin and Cellular Tissue .. 397 te: 
Bones and Organs of Movement 219 a2 
Other Diseases (including ill- 
defined conditions) ore 190 102 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 
Fractures oe aie ; 832 54a) 
ther Injuries, etc. ete Hoe 764 499 
Surgical Amputations 26 iby, 
- Other (including not Ae ais 8 28 
TOTAL: i 18, 263 1,217 7,837 { 5,030 14,328 b,331 49,006 
TEMALES 





Infective and Parasitic Diseases 
Cancer On ee 
Other Tumours 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition 
and Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 


Circulatory System AG 
Respiratory System axe 
Digestive System es 


Genito-Urinary System 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc. 
Skin and Cellular Tissue 
Bones and Organs of Movement 
Other Diseases (including ill- 


defined conditions) me 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 

Fractures oe A 

Other Injuries, etc. ine 


Surgical Amputations ‘ 
« Other (including not stated ) 


TOTAL: 1603013, 90S. ee OLS V2 9s|1,L02 509 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 


Le. 


An analysis of the 63,842 admissions to sickness benefit during the year , 
ended June, 1950, reveals the most prevalent diseases, etc. included in each of the 
main types as follows:- 


Infective and parasitic diseases - influenza (744 males, 176 females), tuberculosis 
of respiratory system (422,219), other tuberculosis (65,255) mumps (310, 69); 
acute poliomyelitis (301,147). 


¥ 


Rheumatism, etc. - acute rheumatic fever (387,171), chronic rheumatism and other 
rheumatic diseases (1,581,325), ill-defined rheumatism (236, 84), diabetes (267, 57) 


Diseases of the nervous system, etc. - mental disorders and deficiency (579, 324) 
neuritis (729, 156), diseases of the organs of vision (671, 116), other diseases of 


the nervous system (2,294, 1,190); 


Diseases of the circulatory system - diseases of the myocardium (576, 64), diseases 
of the coronary arteries and angina pectoris (831, 44), other and unspecified heart, 
diseases (1,002, 100), varices (794, 158), idiopathic high blood pressure (595, 211) 


Diseases of the respiratory system - pneumonia and pleurisy (2,477, 415), bronchitis 
(1,294, 323), asthma (499, 134), sinusitis (235, 104); 

Diseases of the digestive system - appendicitis (3,564, 1,602), hernia (1,659, 76), 
ulcer of the stomach (1 » ulcer of the duodenum (846, 51), other diseases 


94935 9 
of the stomach (810, 104) diseases of the pharynx and tonsils (817, 379), diseases 
of the gall-bladder and bile ducts (566, 247); 


Diseases of the genito-urinary system - diseases of the kidneys and ureters (864, 
308), diseases of the genital organs, not specified as venereal (A755 D061); 


nephritis (336, 93), diseases of the urinary bladder (197, 52); 


Dissases of the skin, etc. - carbuncles (255, 28), cellulitis and acute abscess 
277, 53); chronic ulcer (233, 52). 


Fractures - of the lower limbs (2,233, 233) of the upper limbs (1,775, 234) of the 
trunk bones and vertebral column (1,001, 80), of the skull (500, 47); 


Other injuries - open wounds, perforations and lacerations (1,226, 101), sprains 
and strains (637, 94), head injuries (635, 82). 


Twenty three per cent. of total sickness benefits admitted during the 
year ended June, 1950 were females, but the analysis above of most prevalent 
diseases shows a wide variation in the proportion of females as between different 
diseases. 


The highest percentages of females to total persons were recorded in the 
following diseases - diseases of the genital organs (69), mental disorders etc. 
(36), tuberculosis (33) acute poliomyelitis (33), diseases of the pharynx and 
tonsils (32), and appendicits (31) whilst the lowest were in the following - 
injuries(l0kerbuncles and boils (9), heart diseases (8), ulcers of stomach and 
duodenum (6) and hernia (4). 


(ii) Ages of Beneficiaries - Claims Admitted and Persons on Benefit, Australias 
In the following table sickness beneficiaries are distributed according to age 
groups for claims admitted during 1949-50 and for persons on benefit at the end of 
the years- 


SICKNESS-GROUPED AGE —- CLAIMS ADMITTED AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT 3; AUSTRALIA. 


Grouped Age Claims admitted during year On benefit at 
(as at 31st ended June, 1950. 24th June, 1950. 


December, 1949 Males Females Males Persons 


16-19 years Stic : 1,472 
20-21 6,667 4 i, O12 
25-29 Veet? 
30=34 Ay 6: 1,076 
35-39 LydD3 
40-44 5, 1,108 
45-49 ee 
O- 9¢ 
35-50 tt 1,358 
60-64 28 4? 6: 1,130 

TOTAL | O36 ay | Ts, O41 





Lar 





(234)) Incidence of Sickness according to Age - Males Admitted +> Benefit, 
Australias The following table analyses the incidence of males admitted to sick- 
ness benefit during the year ended June, 1950, in the main types of sickness 
according to specified age groups:-~ 


INCIDENCE OF MAIN TYPES OF SICKNESS IN SPECIFIED AGE GROUPS - MALES ADMITTED 
TO SICKNESS BENEFIT, 1949-50 : AUSTRALIA 


~ 





Nature of Sickness 16-29 30-44 Total 
years years 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases 38.1 34.0 100 
Cancer ae ate 6.5 20.1 100 
Other Tumours .. ae eeiocl 23.6 100 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition etc. Zouk 30.0 100 
Diseases of - 

Blood and Blood-forming Organs L568 26.3 100 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 23185 Ses 100 
Circulatory System ie 8.9 19.4 100 
Respiratory System a 22.3 28.9 100 
Digestive System ats 360i 305.6 100 
Genito-Urinary System ae Ose 31.9 100 
Skin and Cellular Tissue 30.9 3282 100 
Bones and Organs of Movement 39.0 31.6 100 
Fractures os aus 5565 24.4 100 
Other Injuries .. ee 49.8 28.2 100 
TOTAL 32.9 28.9 100 

Proportion of male population 


between 16-64 years in each | 34.0 34.0 32.0 100 


age group (30th June, 1949) } 


The effect of age on certsin types of diseases is indicated in the 
preceding table. Cancer and diseases of the circulatory system (heart diseases, 
etc.) are shown to be essentially diseasesof advancing years. Seventy three per 
cent. of the males in the former and 72 per cent. in the latter category were 45 
years of ege and over. Tumours (other than cancer), diseases of the blood and 
blood forming organs, genito-urinary and respiratory systems and rheumatism 
(other than acute rheumatic fever) also reveal the same tendency but to a lesser 
degree. Injuries are more prevalent in the lower age groups due in part to the 
greater activity of youth. Most of the injuries included are non-occupational 
as occupational injuries are generally covered by compensation and therefore do 
not usually come within the scope of the Act. 


Owing to the rapid decline in numbers of females in employment in the 
higher age groups, the influence of age on the different types of sickness is not 
evident from a similer consideration of females granted sickness benefit. This 
decline explains in part the relatively small number of heart diseases amongst 
female beneficiaries. 





14. 
(iv) Industrial Groups - Claims Admitted, States: The following statements 


show the distribution according to main industrial groups of males and females 
admitted to benefit during the year ended June, 1950:- 


SICKNESS - INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, 1949-50 : STATES 













West. 
Aust- 
tralia: 


New 
Industry in which last engaged] South 
Wales@ 





Queens= 
lend 


Tas- | Aust- 
mania! ralia 



















MALES 
Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 911 566 
Other Primary Production ae 234 180 
Coal Mining ane she 624 50 
Other Mining and Quarrying NEC 142 73 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, engineering, metal- 
working including shipbuilding ScrieG maleie 6) 
Vehicles, including aircraft 644 686 
Textiles and articles of dress 633 pol 
Food, drink and tobacco sae 975 788 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. oe 791 223 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power ae 1,965 | 1,469 
Building and Construction ie 2,819 | 1,899 
Transport and Communication es 1,516 912 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade .. ibetov er, 933 
Finance and property ae 108 AA 
Public Administration and 
Professional we 527 eel 
Personal and Domestic Service .. S34 A) 533 
Other ane aye 20 23 
TOTAL i185 263 bd, ont 
FEMALES 
Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 8 9 68 
Other Primary Production cis - i 1 - - - 2 
Coal Mining oe whe 2 - - - - - 2 
Other Mining and Quarrying 5h 2 a - 2 1 - 6 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, enginecring, metal- 
working including shipbuilding 348 161 38; 50 alg 3 611 
Vehicles, including aircraft alal ey i 16 3 2 66 
Textiles and articles of dress SEAS he a [a es) 260 163 138 81! 2,983 
Food, drink and tobacco Ris 354 217 119 56 46 34 826 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. ate 42 23 19 4 4 if ce 
Other Factories, including heat, 
light and power ae AG. 1 <252 96 (esr Be 12 951 
Building and Construction Ate 1a: 13 5 1 5 3 38 
Transport and Communication ae 158 104 53 49 33 12 409 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade .. 991 | 514 380 283 228 | 59 25455 
Finance and property ae 88 AT aly 15 4 179 
Public Administration and | 
Professional a 900 580 363 248 197 95}. 2,383 
Personal and Domestic Service .. 1,363 841 641 313 388; 188) 3,734 
Other ae are 7 8 7 al 2 30 
TOTAL 65030: 153,903. | 2,013 11,279 12,2021. 509124,836 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (bd) Includes Northern Territory. 
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